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¢ b, H, Liddell dart, eminent tritish author, in his took Sherman-Soldier, dealist,

American, writes:

As he (sherman) marched through the Carclinas even his language

iended to moderate as the conviction grew upon him that the end of

the_aa; was arawing near, anc with i1t the need for the reconstruction

of peace. e was on occaion relentless, as lor example, when a numter

of murderec foragers were found with tne latel "Deatn to all foragers"

pinned on their mutilated bodies, andé he ordered a equal numter of

prisoners to te disposed on in like manner.

dart is entitled tc his opinion stout Sherman's moderation, kut a decent
regard for the whold truth shoulé have led him to ade that the order to kill
an equal numkter of prisoners was never carried out.

*he incicent of the killing of he ioragers took place in the nortuwest
corner of rairfield vounty in the vicinity of Feasterville. several days later
ancé after considerstle correspondence ueneral Kilpatrick lined up eighteen
“onfederate prisoners at the Lancaster County Courthouse to te killed in reprisal,

but let tais narrative o tack for a few weeks when ueneral vherman was still
in Savannah. wweneral falleck, Uhdef of otaff av wasnington, wrote to cherman
expressing the nope thnat if charlestoa shoulc Le capuured, the place should "~y
some accident" Le cesuroyed and a little salt Le sewed upon its site. aherman
in reply in reply to Halleck wrote:

L will kear in mind your hint as to Charlestonand don't think sal® will

ke necessary. when i move, the 15th Corps will te on the aight wing and

their position will (ring them into “harleston first. And if you have
studied the history of that corps, you will have remarked that they
generally do thei; WOork up pretiy well.

Please note that the commander of the 15th Corps was #ajor ueneral John

4. Logan of "1llinois,
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When the Union Army crossed the Savannah River into couth Carolina it became
rneceSSary to sutsist upon the country. This involved the use of hundreds of small
toraging groups, which under lax discipline fitted in well with cherman's philosophy
ol war as applied to the <outh: |

4o make its inhatitants feel that wsr an¢ incivioual ruin aré 5/Nonymous

terms-tc make them so sick of war what generations woulc pass away tefore

they would again appeal to it.

Shermsn intentionally drove his army with a loose rein. rajor nenry nitchcock,
a lswyer from St, Louis who joined the march as a member of his staff, wrote in
his personal diary:

woldiers out all the time foraging and straggling. ‘here seems much more

of this consistent with good oiscipline-the fact is the men are reckless,

and every place we go to is occupied by scouis and straygglers shead of

the advance guard.

There was a distinct impression among the soldiers that Sherman approved of
looting and turning. Hhiuchcock wrote that uenerals slocum and Jeff Llavis condemmed
the straggling and looting, and ihat Davis told him "the telief in the Army is
that seneral cherman favaors and desires it."

lhe march throught the kow Country of bouth Usrolina is not part of tﬂgs
story. Lt has been described cy others. wun retruary 17 came the capture of
Columkia, the state capital, anc its occupation bty the flunl Wil of the army.
Jeneral Slocum with the Left Wing:, did not enter Columtia bui movea up the west
side of the rroad River to Alston wherc he laid his pantoons to cross inte
Fairfield County. He was preceded ty the Cavalry Livision under command of

Major Uereral Judson Kilpatrick.
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Sherman wrote in his memoirs:

“aving utterly ruine¢ Columtia, the ri ht wing tegan in march northward
toward Winnscoro which it reachec on the 2lst, and found ueneral slocum with
the left ¥ng which had come bty way of Alston,

The entry of Slocum's troops into Winnstoro is descritec¢ ty Captain Conyngham,
the war correspondent of the New lork Worlc, as follows:

General Slocum doutle-quicked the advance guard of his column into the

village of Winnstoro to save the town from tne torcnes of foragers.

weneral rardec's trigace of ueary's c¢ivision was in acvance, ané every
effort was mace tc teat tlie sirageglers from the wrano drmy into town,

The; were not successiul. The town was pillagea anc set on fire tefore

any crganized Lods of troops got in. wuenerals olocum, Wiliisms, Ueary,

Pardee, and pernum all worked, turned their whiskers, anc scorched tneir

clothes to prevent the repetition of Uolumkia scenes-guarcds were posted

in every house in town, and cother fires were quenched as they Lroke out.

Two days tefore this ueneral bSlocum had issued new disciplinary orders:

No foraging will te allowed in advance of the troops, and any person

found in fromt of the advance guard will ke arrested and seveilf punished.

No property will te curned excep. ty the rear guerd, in otecience to Ehe

orders of a corps or division commancer.

veneral Williams, commanding the 20th Corps, arrestec five of Kilpatrick's
cavalrymen and tied them to trees, with latels on the creat "House treakers."
When will ams rode into Winnstoro, he told Docuor kadden "1 am utterl; opposed
to this burning irom beginning to endg".

udeneral Kilpatrick led his vavalry across the troac Hiver on the pontoons
at Alston. He then turned left and headed north, his march parelleling the
river. His mission was to cover the left flank and iront of tne Army. TIhis
western part of the county proved to ce a rich field for pillage Lty patrols,

foragers, and straggler.
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’ Kilpatrick estatlished his headquarters at the Dou_las house near the Chester
County line, from which on fetruary 22 he wrote sherman: |
1l am now encemped at opringwell on the railroad, anc across to J. L. Mills'
house on Liutle Hocky Creek. 1y acvance has teen to within 1ive miles of
Chesterville. A portion of Wheeler's vavalry is ai thai point, tut he and
seven men were murcered yester ay by highth Texas vavalry after thney had
surrended. We found their kodics all together anc mutilated with paper
on their breasts saying "lUesth to all Foragers." wighteen of my men were
killed yestercay and some hao their tnroats cut., Lhere is no doutt atout
this uencral, and L nave sent “heeler word thst + int.nd Lo hang eighteen
of his men, snd if vheir cowaroly act is repeated, will urn every house
along my line of march, and that cante reached ty my scouting parties.”
In reply to this Sherman wrote, on retruary 23, from the Johnston house
at Hock Mount:
L regret the matter you report, that eighteen of your men hsve Gteen murdered
aft<r surrender and marked that the enemy intecdec to kill all foragers.
It leaves no alternative; you mist retaliate man for men, anc mark them
in like manner. Let it Le done at once-you will therefore st once shoot
and leave by the roasdside an equal number of their prisoners, and app;hd
a iabel to their bodies stating that man for man shall rte killer for
everyone of our men they kill., Lii our foragers comm.t excesses punish
them yourself, rut never let an enem; Jjudie cetween our men and the law.
reiruary 22, Kilpatrick had written to Wheeler:
testerday a lieutenant anc seven men and a sergeant ol a tatlery were taken
prisoners ty one of jour regiments-if 1 am correctly informed-a lexas repiment
armed with -pencer rifles, anc commanded t, a lieutenant colonel. ihis
officer and his men, after surrendering anc teing disarmed, were inhumanly
and cowardly murdered, five in a ta.nyaro, anc¢ three iIn an open iield, and
one in the roac. fTwo had their throats cut from ear to ear. 1lhis makes in

all eighteen rFederal soldiers murdercd yesturday Ly your pecple. Unless

some satisfactory explanation te macde to me celore wndown, feiruary 2J3rd,
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+ will cause eighteen of Jd r soldiers, now my prisoners, tot e shot at

that hour, and if this cowardly asct Le repeaved, if my people when taken are

not ureated in all cases a. prisoners o1 war swould Le, o will not only

retalizte as 1 have alreac; mentioned, but there shsll not te a house left

svanding within reach of my scouting parties slon, my line of march, nor

will L Ye responsitle for tiae concuct of my soldier., who .11l not only

te allowed tut encourag.d o take a fearful revenge. o+ know of ne ovher

way to intimidate cowarcs.

Wilpatrick at tuds time wss twent -nine jearé old. lie and Wheeler were
well acquainted, having teen cadets together at West Foint. Wheeler, the same
day, replied ty letter from “hesterville:

¥our dispatch of t.is date is received, and . am much shocked at the
Statements which it contains., 1 am satisfied tnat you are mistaken in the
mavter. 4 have no Texas regiments armed with wpencer rifles, and none
mommanded ty a lieutenant colonel., The two lexas regiments which telong %o
my command are commanded L captains. Meither were in any engagements yesterday.
uf any of my regiments were engagec with the enemy yestercde, that fact has not
yet keen reported to me. 1 will have the matter promptl; investi.ated, and sce

.

that full juscvice is done. OShould the report however ty any weans provec correct,
1 prefer that the retaliastion may te inflictec upon the parties guilty of the
misdeeds, and rot upon innocent pcrsons. .+ have nc ocesire to make counter threats
in response to those which jou have tnou_nt proper to address to me, tut should
Jou cauge eighteen ol m, men tote shot tecause sou chance to find that many of
your men dead, 1 shall consicer them as so many muraers committed by yo. and act
accordingly. 4 trust however such a painful recessicy will not ke forced upun me.
lour trest to Lurn every house as far as your scouts can extend is of too trutal

@ character for me, anc L think tor my .overnment, to reply to.

e
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- Betruary 23, Kilpatrick to Wheeier:

i shall ake no action for the present. 4f stragglers 1rom my command
are ilound in the nouses of citizens commioting any outrages wWhatever, my
own people are cirectea to shoot them on lhe spot, ano of course L expect
officers and soldiers of your commanc to do the same.

serruary 24, Kilpatrick to oherman:
iteport that rrivate vharles arignt ceme in irom atout seasterville-reports
having found twents-cre oi our infantrsment in a revine atoul elight; rocs
lrom the main rosd zad stout turee miles Ircom reastervills-major weneral
W-de Lampton is now at Lancaster. .« can 10rwsrc 10r yOu any/ communication
to or throught him-re_sccing tie facts mentioned.
vn crekruary 2hL wenerel ohermsn wrote to weneral nampton:
17 1s oificially reporied to me th=t cur lorsging parties are murgered
alter capture anc latelled "Leath to all roragers". wone instance of a
lieutenant end seven men near vuesterville, anc another of twenty from
reasterville. . nave orgered a similar numker ol prisorers in our hancs
to te disposea of in like manner. L nold acout 1UCU prisoners captur.¢ in
varjous ways, and can stand it as long as youj; tut 1l hardly think that these
murders are committed with your knowlecge, anc would suggest that Jodhgiﬁe
notice to the people at large that every like taken .7 them simply resulls
in the dealth ot one of your vonfederates. i course you cen not question
my right to "rorage on the vountry!. L1t is a war right a3 old as hisuory.
The mammer of exercisin. i1t varies with circumstances, and if civil authorities
will supply my requistions 1 will fortic¢ all toraging. cut 1 find no civil
authorities who can respond to calls for forage or provisions, there i must

collect directly of the people.
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1 have no doukt this is the occasion of much mistenavior on the part of our
men, but L1 can nov perm.u tne enemy to judge or punisn with wholesale murcer,
Personally 1 regret the tituer ieelings engendered ty this war, tut they w.cre
to te expectec, and 1 simply allege that tnose who struck the first tlow anag
made War inevitaktle ought not, in fairness, to reproach us for the natural
consequences. 1 merely assert our right to forage and my resolve to protect
to tie extend of life for life.
ihis trought from Hampton, on Ferruary 27, his one and only communication.

ueneral Hampton, politically, was a conservative., ue had teen a union ian,
opposed to secession. his zncestral home, #illwooc, situatec atout seven miles
east of Columkia, hac teen turned a week tefore bty a group of rederal soldiers.
Lour communication the 2Lth instant reached me today. 4in it you state
that it has teen ofijicially reported that your fora.ing parties are
"murdered" after capture. iou do on tosay that you nave ordered a
similar numter of prisoners in your hancds totie disposed of in like
manner-that is to say you have ordered a numter of voniecerste soldiers
to te'murdered". fou characterize your order in proper terms, for the
putlic voice, even in your own country where it selcom cdares to express
itself in vindication of truth, honor, or justice, &ll surely azree wi;n
you in pronouncing you guilty of murder 1f your orcer is carried out.
refore diswmissing this part of your letter, 1 te, to assure you that for
every soldier of mine "Murd.red" L, you, i shall have executed at one two
of yo rs, giving in all .ases preference w0 any oilicers who may Le in
my hands,
In reference to the statement you make regarding the death of your foragers,
1 have only to say that L know nothing of it, that no orders from me authorize
the killing of priscners after capiure, énd tnat L c¢o notbelieve that my
men killed any of yours exc.pt uncer circumstances in which it was perfectly
le itimate anc proper thatu they should kill tuem. 1t is part of tne‘system

of tnhe thieves whom you cesignate as your loragers 101ire the dwellings of

those citizens wnom they have rokbed. To check this inheman system, which

is Jjustly execratec vy every civilized nation, 1 nave directed my men to
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’ to shoot down all your men ﬁho are caught bturning houses. +his order shall
remain in 1orce as lcng as you disgrace the proiession of arms bty allowing
Jour men to destroy private cwellings.
lou say that L cannot, of course, Question your right to forage on the country-
~"it is a rignt as olo as history". . do not, sir, questiion that righu. out there is a
right even older than this, anc one more inalienatle-the right that eve.y
man .as %o gefenc his home ana to protect those who are dependent on nimj ana from
my heart L wish that every man and btoy in m, country who can fire a gun,
would shoot down, as he would a Wiid ceast, the men who are desolating their
land, kturning their homes, and insulting their women.
{ou are particular in defining and claiming "war rights". Ma; L ask if
you enumerate among those the ri. ht vo fire a defenseless city witanout
noltice; to burn that city to the ground after iu had surrendeded Lty tae
inhaktitants, wno claimed, thou,h in vain, th.u protection which is always
accorded in civilized warfare to non-comtatants; to fire the awelling houses
of citizens after wotiing them; anc wo perpetrate even darker crimes thad
these, crimes too black to te mintioned. fou have permitted, if you have
not orderea, the commission of these cffenses against humanity and the
.
rules of war. Iou iired into the city of Columbis without a word of warning,
after its surrended by the mayor, wno cemandec protection to privauve property.
You laic the whole city in ashes, leaving amidst tne cuins thousancs of old
men an¢ helpless women and chilcren, who are likel,; to perish of starvation
and exposure,
four line of march can te traced by the 1 rid light of turning houses, and
in more than one household tuoere is an agony far more tetter than tnat of
death. The i dian scalped his victim regsrdless of age or sex, wut with
all his Lartarity h always respectea thie persons of nis Ifemale captives.
tour soldiers, more sava_e thian the ihdian, insult those wanose natural

protectors are atsent.
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In conclusicn, 1 have onlj 1o request that whenever you have any of my men

"murdered™ or "disposed of", for the terms appear to Le synonymous with you,
jou willlet me hesr of it, that & may know what action to take in the matter.,

in the meantlme & shall hold fifty-six of your men as hostages for those

whome you have ordered o te executec.

lhe Uonfederave prisoners of war were ot killecd by either Kilpatrick or
~nerman. 1ne wanton turcing and leooting diminishec, anc as Lhe army approached
the North Uarolina line tne turning of owellings praciically ceased.

‘ne protaclity is that tne long celayed acmonition to stop turning cwellings
came down vertally from .eneral cherman, ana tnat it stopped.

Lhe time had come when thelr old men, iheir disatled, their women and
children, and t eir tlakc people looked down from their hills at the glsre of
their kturning capital city, and wondered.

lhe; are fortunate in that the Left #4ing, an Army in iuself under the
command of Major ueneral Henry W. Slocum, marched through the wide central corricor irém
the south-west corner of the county to the extreme north-east corner, where the
falls of the Catawkg River flattened out. +*his commanc happily had no stomach
for turning family dwellings.

Jeneral Slocum assigned ueneral ueary and his division to garrison winnstoro
during the passage of the army. lhe, got Sherman's irregulars out of the town,
directied the work or fighting the ilames and preventing new fires, and preserved
order during the next two oayss.

Jeneral ueary's oificial report follows, somewhat aklreviatec:

Winnstoro is a pretty town of atout 25CC population, the seat of justice of

rairfield bDistrict. 4among 1ts resicents were hany refugees from Charleston.

The surrounding country is well farmed and furnished atundance of sppplies,
the inhatitants of this region wer: more energetic and intelligent than in the
lower coubtry-luring our occupation of Winnstoro the test of order was preservec
and private propert, protected. Liiewsenant ueneral wace aampton, Commanding the
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the mnemy s Covalry, hacd lefit with the mayor a :note pledging nis work tnat any men

of our army who might te left in town as a safe guard after the departure of the
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main forces, should ce prétedted from arrest or inouit; if overtaken cy any
of his troops.
At the urgent recuest of the mayer an¢ citizens L left two mounted men from
thie provost zusré. The citizens cf the town, afwer our departure, organized
themselves under tnese two men, drove out a Iew stragzglers irom our army wuo
came to the place, and preserved .ood order anc security in the town until
a detachment of -utler's Retel Cavalry entered the town une next mornin , who
stiowed ever; courtesy in their power. when the two gusrcs left, the people
of the town crowded a ound tnem to express their Jratitude. 'lhe t.0 men
rejoined me salely the next moraing.
ihis incident was s very remsrkatle one in the midst of such a campaiga
as tnat of our Army in Souta varolina.
ihose that knew of Jeneral Slocum's orders and actions were grateful to him,
They esteemed him as a humene commander, wortn, oi a place in the compan, of their
0ld friends Lord Cornwallis and ueneral Nathaniel Greene. ‘he, compared him
favoratly with is contemporaries, their own knightly Matthew Jaltraith cutler and
Jeorgia's John o, wordon, the bayard of the South.
henry W. Slocum was btorn in Delphi, Unondage vounty, New forx. After
-
graduation ac west roint he was assigned wo the Artillery. Wwhile sctaticned
at rfort Moultrie he prepared himself in law, and later resigned from the service.
When war came he went out in comman of a New fork regiment, anc when the war
was over he lived in lrooklyn. There ne was elected several time to Congress as
a Democrat. e served in the House of Represen' tives while Hampton and butler
represented “outn Carolina in the Jenate,
The «ight Wing of tne Army under Major ueneral u. u. Howard, traversed cnly
tue south-eastern part of the co nty. ueneral noward coulc 1ot expect his sotriquet
of "The vhristisn Soldier" to exonerste him from responsivility for the excesses

committed t ;s the 15th Corps under Logan,
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#ajor ueneral Frank F, Llair comnanding the 17th “orps, Right Wing, entered
fairfielc principally slong ine crailroad. He had the latorious .ask of tearing up
the railroad, turning the ties, and twisting the rails. He protected from turning
tne homes within his reach, including the aristocratic community of Hdidgeway with
a consideratle population.

Not so fortunate was Longtomn, sever miles to the east, which came witin the
sector of Major uenersl John A. lLogan. lhe 15th “orps was, to quote cherman "“doing
their work up pretty well." 4he Nicholas Peay mansion was turned, as were famil,
dwellings along the route Lo Peay's Ferry where pontoons were laid across the
Wateree Hiver,

the reputation of major ueneral Judson Kilpatrick ano his independent ca¥alr,
was well estatlished on koth sicde. vhaplain Johu J. bight, 581 indiana negiment,
wrote in his diary c eior entering rairiielc: ,

¥e are marching on the trail ot £ilpatrick's cavalry. Though ihe, passed

seversl days since and a heavy rain intervened, many of the houses are

gtill rurnin . Among the tales of the camp is one thet "Kill", as he

is familiarly called, fitted all the Loy's saddle Lags with matches before

leaving Savannah. Nearl; all the dwelling houses along our route wer:

burnec Ltefore we came up. here and there cante seen two or morc

magnificent chimneys left standing to tell tne stor; of feparted joys.
ihe chaplain was not insensitive to suffering of a kind for he wrote furhher:

Thousands of Lbushels of corn, ir roaring heaps, sre burned bk, thoughtless

soldkers. +‘his will cause suffering among the stock of many trains yet

v to come.
dichard ii. McHaster The News and Herald 1930
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